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ITegiAnyn

Iegryedgovpe d¥o nedodovg aropdveeS ELTVENVOV EUPEUIXGV EQUOQVV ALLOCEALEIMY ATTO TO TEQLPEQL-
%0 aipa eyrVOv Yuvardv, oL 0toies 0 nrToEovoay va. YoNeLLoToL 000V YL TEMLLO TEOYEVVITIRG EAEYYO.
v teotn ondda yonotpomoujdnxe payvntixdg owuywoionds. “Eyive Mjyn reoupeonot ainatog amo 20
€ynveg yuvaires 8 éug 14 efdonddov rinong. Axorovbnoe exeEegyasio, Ajyn tng vorevxrng otolfddag
TOV HOVORVTTAQOV, EXMOCT UE LOVORAOVIXG AVTIOONA EVOVTL TS YAVXOQPOEIVIIS A %Ol HayVITIXOG dLayo-
OWONGG. XT1) GUVEYELD TEOOTEON®E NOVOXAMVIXG aVTioONE EVaVTL TNG Y-0AVOT00S TG GLLOTQULQIVIIS %aL
axolovOnoe eEETaon xaL RATAUETENON TOV OeTIRDV ENTVEN VOV ENPEUIXdV EQUBEV. OL EyrVNOCVVES fiTaV
neTaEV s 8ng fwg g 14ng efdonddag (uéon efdopndada »vinong 10.8). O péoog 6pog Nhriag Twv £yrvOv
nrav 28.1 (amo 21 éwg 34 yoovav). O agBuog Tmv epmionvov epufouirdv gudgVY ®VTTAQWY TOV AVLYVEV-
Onxav 0710 0TIKO PIKEOGKROTLO fjTav amo 0 €og 18, pe péoo 6o 7.2, SD 5.2 vax SEM 1.17. To moooot6 avi-
xvevons rutrdewv frav 90% (18/20). I'a v mEAYNATOTOINGT) TOV TERANATOS LE XVTTUQOUETOIN Q01|
€ywve Mjym 20 ml aipatog amté 15 éyrnveg yuvaireg, ne nhxio ®xvnong oo 8 €éng 14 efdonddes. AxorovOnoe
QUYOREVTENON 2oL APaigeoT TG oTolfddag Tmv PBMCs. 11 guvéyela £Y1ve EXOO01 TOCOTNTAS TOV OEly-
patog pue ovyrexouuéva aviryova to CD 45 ECD, to CD 41 PE, ) GlycA PE »au 1o IGy-FITC. O min6v-
OUOS TOV XVTTAEOV OV amopovaoaue dniadn fjtav CD 45-, CD41-, GlycA + xav anti y+ »ou weoLéye ta
gnmvgnva eppovird egudgd. O teEMrog agBpdg Tov TANOVOROY TOV ATOLOVOUEVOV RUTTAQWV ElYE NEGT)
Ty 1138 (363-2560), SD 631.6 »ar SEM 163. To m0000T0 TOV WTOLOVOUEVOV XUTTAQWV GE GYEG1) UE TOV
aQyno TAnOvoud rav amo 0.8% wg 4.2% (néon Ty 1.7%, SD 0.6). H €gevva nog axooxomovoe oty
axoLp1] avayvoelon Tov eufouixdv enmignvov gulgdv oty ®ruxzhogogia tng pntépas. Iapd Tig dvoro-
AMeg paiveTar TG TO TEOTOROALD OGS CUVTELECUV GTIV ATOUOVOOT] LLE ETLTVYIO TOV AMywv gumionvov
euPovizdv eguOEOV AIT6 TO Aipe TV EYXVWV 0T TEQLOOGTEQN dEiynaTa.

AEEeig xAetdd:poyvnunos dLoywELOUGS, XUTTAQOUETQIO QONS, EMTUEN VA £QUBQA, TEOYEVVNTLRGS ELEYYOG
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Ewayoyn

H avdmtuén niog aElémotg, e0rolo TQoryuaTomoL-
NOUNG %OL TOOOLTHS OLROVOMLKRA UM ETTEUPOUTIRNG
uefodov amoudvmong eupouinmdY ®UTTAQMVY Atd TO
alua g eyrnvov Ba xaTaoTHoEL SUVaTH TNV TEOYEV-
vnun dudyvoon oe 6ho tov whnBuvoud. Tapd mv
EXTETOUEVY] EQEVVAL OUMS, €M TOOM eV EXEL TQO-
nOPeL pior eavortom Ty »ow #AMvind otodexT| UE-
B8000¢. T'V awtd to o%omd €xouv yonotuomombel xa-
Td ®ouEoUg OLdpoQoL TUTOL HUTTAQMV OTmS  TaL
euTuEN VAL €QUOQA, TOL AEVRORVTTALQC, OL TQOPOPAd-
OTEC, TO. OLUOTTOMTIXA TTQOYEVVNTIXA RUTTOQO RO TO
eheiBego DNA. EEautiog tg omovidmntag Tov eu-
Bovinav ®uTTdOmV 0TV RURAOPOQIM TG UNTEQUG, N
TOOOTIXY AWVAAVON TNG ROTAVOUTS TOUS OTNV UNTOL-
%] xuxhooplo amotehel axgoywviaio ABo oty
OVATTTUEN neBAdWV Yo un emeufatiry TEOYEVVNTL-
%1} dudyvoon. Eivow exiong amagatlmro va wabogt-
00el N notoMNAGTEQN YOV OoTLypu ®oTd TN
OLAQUELD TN EYRVUOOUVNS YLOL T Mjm TOU QlipoTtog
aTtd TV €Y®V0 MOTE VAL (EYLoToroBet  mbavotn-
TA ATOUOVMONG TV EUPQUIRMV ®UTTAQWYV. O TEE-
meL var amopovmBel aveg apBuds dote va iva
ety M Oudyvowon. H Mjym aiuotog oto mpmto toi-
unvo eival oop®g mo embuunty dote va yivel M
OLayvmon €yrouQol, LELDVOVTOS TV aywvio Tov Cev-
YaELoU aAAd %o Svovtag T duvatdTTo SLoHOmTg
™G EYRVUOOUVNG OTO TTQWTO TOIUNVO €AV VITAQYEL
TESPANUCL.

H €pevva pog amwooxomel oty axgipn avayvaoolon
TOV EUPQUIRMV EUTVENVOV EQUOQMV OTNV RKUKAOPO-
ola ™G UNTEQOS OTO TEMTO TEIUNVO TNG EYHVUOCU-
VNG UE TH YOO MOYyVNTIXOU SLaXmOLOUOU RO KUT-
tapouetotas porc. IpoodiopiCovue Gha tar eumo-
O Tov duOKOAEYOV TLG TQOOTAOELES OIS OTE VO
optoovue pior aElomoty uéBodo yia un emepfotin
aToUdvmon eupouindy xuttdomyv. Iapd tg duoxro-
Meg gaivetal mmg, to TEMTOROAM UAS UE TO Uo-
YWNTIRG QLo MELOUG ®OL TNV KUTTAQOUETQLOL QOGS
%OL UE TOV TOWTOTUTO OUVVOVAOUO OVTLOMUATMV
Ol WOLOPOV, CUVTEALOVY 0TIV AITOUGVMOT UE ETTLTV-
¥l Tov Alywv eumionveov eufuindv gubo®v amtd
TO alua TV eYRUWV 0T TEQLOOOGTEQX OELYIOLTAL.

Yhiura »wor M£0odor

H amoudvmon tmv gumionvmv eguhomv eupouinav
OLLOOPALEIV aItd TO alpat TG £YRUOU €YLVE pe S0
uefodovg: e poryvnTrnd dLomELOUG HOL PE RUTTA-
oouetola povic. ['ia v mEayuaromoinon Twv mEL-
oaudtov pe ™ UEBOdO TOU payvTLKoU OLamEL-
opov €ywve Mym 20 ml gAefirol megupeowrol al-
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AovimAidng xaw ouv.

Ewxova 1: Eunvonva epvod ayoopaipia uetd amo
ATOUCYWON ATTO TO UNTOLXO QIO UE YOWOoN UE aVTi-
owua yio. ™y alvoida y e apoopaioivis X 1000.

uotog, and 20 €yxveg yuvaineg ue nhnio ximong
UeTaEL 8ng o 14ng efdouddas. Ztm ouveyelo Eyi-
ve Pabuidmon g munvémrog ue hystopaque 1119
%ol oAl eOnre 1 vtohevry oTPpdda TV Hovo-
HUTTAQWV. ArOLOVONOE ETDAON TOV RUTTAQWMV UE
UOVOXAWVIXG avtiompo  Evavtl TG YAurogoeivng
A, (DakoCytomation, 1Ggl,kappa) ywo 30 Aemwrd.
Metd amté ovoTUOTLKY EXTAVOY T XUTTOQO. ETTMA-
obnrav e anti-mouse avtiomua (Gerlinde
Kisker), ywa 20 min to omoio 1jtav ouvdedeuévo ue
uoryvnund ogowpidir (MACS) xow oty ouvEyela
duaywoiomrav pe ) Porbela poryvity, o omotog
tomofemOnxe otV meQLpEpeLa Tov cwlrva. H da-
dwaoio droymolonoy pe ™ Porbela Tov poryviTn
emavaljEinre axdun wa @od. Mdévo ta eumtion-
va gpubpd aupoopaiola, TO00 UNTEWNG, 000 %o
eupovinig mpoélevong ouyrpatiifnray oo 10 na-
YV, EVE TA VITOAOLTTAL RUTTAQO OTTOUOXQUVONKRAV.
211 OvVEYELD TTEOOTEONHE UOVORAMVIXG OVTICMUOL
€vavtl mg y-aivoidag g awpoopoivng (Kortex).
Ta nwittogo emwdodnray ywoo 20 min axolovbnoe
Mo pe dudivpa PBS.

211 ouvEXELD TAL RUTTAQA TALQOA POV O OvTL-
AELUEVOPAQOVS TTAARES Omov eEetdofnxrav mEooe-
UTRA RATO ATO TO NAEXTQOVIXG WHQOOROTLO YLOL
TNV aVEVUQEON AL XOTOUETONOYN TV EUTVONVOV
eovBoMV arpoopapimv (ewdva 1).

T TV IOy UaToToimon Tov TELRAUATOS UE HUTTOL-
QOUETOlOL QONG  YONOLUOTOMOOUE  HUTTUQOUETQO
eong ¢ etarpetag Beckman Coulter timov EPICS
XL- MCL. Agywa €ywe Mjym 20 ml alporog ond
15 €ynveg yuvaireg, ue nhrio ximong amd 8 €mg 14
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Hivaxag 1: AwoteAéouato UETQHOEWY TWY EUTVONVOY EULQVIXDY XVTTAQWY OTO Oelyua TEQIPEQLXOU aiua-
TOG EYRVWY YUVaURDY Ue uayvntixd diaywotoud (+ Standard deviation, * Standard error of mean)

AgOnog epmvionvev epfouindv gudodv Epdopdda »vmong Hlxia eyrvov
(xedvia)
Mean 7.2 10.8 28.1
SD+ 52 1.7 3.69
Sem* 1.17 0.39 0.82

Hivaxag 2: Amoteléouara UeTOHOEWY TWV EUTVONYOV EULQUIXDYV HVTTAQWY OTO OElyUa TEQLPEQIXOU aila-

TOG EYXVWY YUVAURDY UE UAYVNTIXG OLOYWOLOUO.

Ilegrotatino AoBudg epmignvav Epdoudda »imong HMxia eyrvov
eupovirav eguboav (yoovia)
1 8 12 30
2 4 13 32
3 5 14 28
4 3 14 21
5 6 10 25
6 4 9 26
7 2 10 25
8 1 12 29
9 0 10 33
10 12 9 30
11 9 13 28
12 11 10 34
13 6 9 31
14 14 11 27
15 4 10 29
16 0 12 22
17 18 9 24
18 12 11 34
19 14 10 26
20 12 8 28

efdouddes. ArohoUONOE PUYOREVIQNON ROL CLPOLL-
o€onrav 15 ml oané wm Tdvn tov PBMCs
(peripheral blood mononuclear cells). Axo,ovOnoe
EMADAON TOCOTNTOS TOV OEIYUOATOS UE OUYREXQLUEVOL
aviioopata yia 20 Aemtd oto oxotddt. Ta aviioon-
uoto tponBay amtd v etaugeion Beckman Coulter
raw elvan to CD 45 ECD (etovidpdt- deintng ohwv
TOV Aevrov apoogalpimv), 1o CD 41 PE (guxoe-
ovBpivn- detntng awpometariov), n GlycA PE (yhv-
%®0oEivn A- delntng TV gQUBEMV ALUOOPOLOTMV)
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znouw to anti y-FITC (deintng tov eouBpoov awpo-
opapiwv tov gupovov). Me 10 TEWOTO avTicOUO
Eyve apvNTIRGS Lo mELondg xal amoxheliotnxrov
OAha Ta hevnd cupoogaiple Tov Tuydv Poloroviav
oto delyno pag. AQvnurdg SLamELOUOS EYLVE RO
ue to devteQo aviiomuo ®oBwg £tol omoxheiodn-
®nav artd to delyuo now Gha T cupomeTdia. Xt ov-
vEyela axohovOnoe BeTndg dLoymELoUOS TV EUTTy-
onvmv euPovirdv eoubowv ue ta dvo televtaio
avrioopata. O mIAnBuouds TV RUTTAQWYV TOV OITO-
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Aovinhidng »ow ovv.

Hivaxag 3: Amotedéouara UETQIOEWY TWV EUTVONVWY EULQVIXDY XVTTAQWY OTO OEyUQ TEQIPEQIXOV aiua-

TOG EYRVWY YUVOUR DY UE XVTTAQOUETOLO Q0TS

Agiypno  Epdopndda Hhxia eynvov AgOuog AoOuog AoOuos Xuvvolxos  Ilooooto
ronong (xoovia) rVTTAQOV ®UTTdEOV  ®vTTdoev  XQOVOS  ATOROVOREVOV
CD45+/uml CD45+/puml  GlycA+ nedadov RUTTAQOV
Anti y+ (Aemr@) (%)
/nml

1 9 22 36978 356 486 115 1.3

2 11 31 29685 228 363 110 1.2

3 13 28 179703 797 2029 99 1.1

4 10 32 47805 122 477 111 0.9

5 14 23 134325 456 1049 102 0.8

6 8 25 125256 546 1025 125 0.8

7 12 24 148325 325 2560 132 1.7

8 10 19 57236 745 998 128 1.7

9 9 25 45903 236 689 102 1.5

10 8 24 25945 325 865 105 3.3

11 11 23 65825 645 985 139 1.5

12 12 22 78256 526 1123 103 1.4

13 13 29 36852 586 1562 125 4.2

14 11 31 85363 456 1985 92 2.3

15 12 32 78965 232 875 98 1.1

uwovaoaue frov Mrady CD 45-, CD41-, GlycA +
noL  anti Y+ %ol meplelye ta umipnva euPouind
eovBpd (ewdva 2).

Amoteléopata

2t oMt OUdda TNG UEAETY LOIG PE UaryvnTLrs dioi-
ywEoud ovpuetelyoav 20 €ynveg yuvaineg, youniov
wvdUvou yio ouvogono DOWN ue fdorn my nluxio
tovg. Emiong ovuuetelyav o €EL un €yrveg yuvai-
%ES YWQEIC LOTOPIRG ®UMONGS OTO TOEEMBGV oav oud-
da ehéyyov. Ou eyrvpoovveg Ntav ueta&l g 8ng
€ng ™ 14n efdondadag (néom epfdoudda rimong
10.8). O péoog 6pog nhniag Twv eyriov frav 28.1
(amd 21 €mg 34 yoovav). O aplBuds Twv eption-
VOV euPouindv UMV ®UTTAQMV TOU avLyveEVON-
OV OTO OTTTLRG WnEOoorATLo Hrav ard 0 €mg 18, e
uéoo 6po 7.2, SD 5.2 now SEM 1.17 (ewova 1). To
TO000TO aviyyvevong xuttdowv 1tav 90% (18/20).
Zmv oudda eAEYYOV TV EEL YUVOUXR®V TTOU OEV
Nrav €yrveg alhd now dev elyav LOTOQIRG EYRVUO-
oUvng oto TaReMOGV Oev FoEBmray BeTind eumion-
va gouBpd nittapa. Ta amoteléopato gaivovtol
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avalvtrd otovg mivares 1 na 2.

2t devtepn opuddo UELETNG HOG UE HUTTAOOUETOLNL
oong ovuuetelyav 15 €yxveg yvvaixeg, youniov
wuvdivou yro ouvopopno DOWN pe fdon v nhnio
toug. Ot gyrvuoovves 1tav petay g 8ng €mg
14 efdonada (uéon ninion vimong 10 efdouddeg).
O uéoog 6pog nhxriog Twv eyrvmv frav 26 (19-32).
O p€oog YOOVOg OLAQXELNS TNG HUTTOQOUETOIOG
oomng frav 118.3 Aemtd (98-139). ‘Ocov agoed tov
TeEM®S aplBud tov TANBuouol TV ATOUOVWUEVWY
RUTTAQWV oTdg £lye uéom T 1138 (363-2560), SD
631.6 xouw SEM 163. To moo0o0To TV GITOUOVOUE-
VOV RUTTAQMV 0 OXEON UE TOV QYO TAnBuoud
elvaw atd 0.8% €mwg 4.2% (néon i 1.7%, SD 0.6)
Ta amoteAéopuoTo QOVOVIOL avaAlUTIRG OTOVS Tui-
vaxeg 3 nou 4.

H otatiouny avdlvon €ywve pe to mdyQouuo
graph pad instat xau yonowwomow|Onre to Pearson
correlation. Agv fo€Onre oTOTIOTIHG ONUAVTLRY OV-
ox€ton UETaED ToU aplBRoU Twv eUTioNVmV eupou-
oV ®UTTAEMV %o TG Efdouddag ®imong o rouic
ot g dvo opddeg yvvaurmv (otv ouddo TG ®ruT-
tapopetolog pong p=0.1 xor oty oudda Tou po-
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Hivaxag 4: AwoteAéouato UeTQHOEWY TWY EUTVONVWV EULQVIXOY #VTTAQWY 0TO Oelyua TeQIpeQLxov aiua-
TOG EYXVWY YUVQUXDY UE HVTTAQOUETOLA QoYs (+ Standard deviation, * Standard error of mean)

Epoonddo Hluxia eynvov AgiBpdg Ao1Ouog AoBuog Ilosooté  Tuvohlxrdg
ronong (yodvia)  rvTTdQWOYV RUTTAQOV  XVTTAQWV  aTOpOVOUEVOV  XQ0VOg
CD45+4/pml  CD45+/uml  GlycA+ RVTTAQOV uebodov
Anti y+ (%) (Aemrd)
/mml
Mean 10 26 78472 438.5 1138 1.7 118.3
SD+ 1.8 4.17 47579 201.5 631.6 0.6 18.2
Sem* 0.47 1.078 12285 52 163.08 0.34 4.7

yWNTrov duawotopot p=0.07).

Tvlitnon

2V AT OUAdO YUVOLRMV EQEVVHOOUE T YO10M
TOU OEVNTIXOU UOyVNTIXOU Lo mOLOUOU HOTE v
drayworoBovv ta eufuirnd epumipnva egubod amd
Ta gQuBpd ™¢ eyrvov. Metd 10 dtoymwELous Twv
EWTUONVOV  RUTTAQMV TTQOYWOOOUE OE ETDOON
TOV %XUTTAQMV UE TO UOVORAMVIXG ovtiomua (
mouse anti human ) €évavt g yhurogoivng A, to
0molo VITEQEYEL PAVEQD EVOVTL AAADV AVTLOOUATMV
6ntwe to anti- CD45, anti CD-36, anti- CD 71, HAE
9 »ou anti-I 6oov agopd v rabagdtTa Tov Aoy-
Baviuevou TAnbuouos 12,

Emed] avdueoo oto epupovind epumionva eoubod
OVEVQIOXOVTOL %O UNTEWA eumionva epubod 34
TEOYMWENOOUE %ol O SEVTEQO dLOYMOLOUS DOTE VO
QITOUOVAOOVUE T EUPEUIRG ®UTTAQA. AUTO ETULTED-
xOnne ue v exloToWON TWV EUTVENVOV £QUOQMIV
0€ OVTIXELUEVOQPOQO TAAXAL ROL TV ETOOOT| TOUG UE
TO UOVORAMVIXO OVTIOWMUO. EVOVTL THG Y aAVCTdOS
™g awpooparivne. H eufoving awpooparpivy elivor
1 ®UEICEYN KUTTOQOTAVOUATIRY TEWTEIVY, 1 Omoia
avevploxretal oto euPfouind epubponittapa uetd
g 7 efdopddeg »imong. [apdho mov 1 eyrvUOOU-
V1 evepyomoLlel TNV ovvOeEoN WKENS ToodTTAS EU-
Bovixig awpwooparpivng oty UNTéQQ, 1 TOCHTNTO TG
alotdag y mov madyetal avd ®UTToQO €ival ToAM
ueyohiteon oto EuPouo. ZuyrQuunés UeAETes yio
™MV TOQOYmYY| € %ot & aAvoidmwv g eufouinig ou-
uoopateivng €8elEav GtTL VITAQEYEL OTTOTOUY] TTTAOON
™G OVIXVEVONG QUTMOV TV AAVCId™V netd Tig 13 »ou
14 eBdouadeg ®UMong axoun ®oL 08 YOWUOTMUHES
avopoahieg 507, AvtiBeta, vrtdoyelr onuavtiky oEn-
01 TG TOCOTLXNG aviyYVEVONS YiaL TV alvoida y oto
TEWTO TOIUNVO RO (UxEY] OTadLoXKT] TTTOOY 0To OeV-
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TEQO O€ PUOLOLOYLRA EUPOUAL, EVD VITAQYEL CUVEYNS
aUENON 0f YOOUOCHWKRES avoudaiies. Paiveton
AOLTTGV OTL 1) (01|01 TOU HOVORAMVIXOU AVTLODUOTOS
™e alotdag v avayvmeiler peyolitego aQlBud
EWTUENVOV EUPQUiRMV ®uTTtdomv, divovtag T dv-
votdmro. va. - avoyvmeitovtal gvrohdtepa 507,
EEetdoapue to ®UTT0,000 OTO OTTTLHO MHQOOROTILO UE
Bdon o LOEPOLOYLHA XOAKTNOLOTIXA, TMV EUTVON-
vov gufouirdv eguBomv, Mhadi To 0TEOoYYULS V-
ofva, 10 ueydho u€yefog Tou ®UTTAQOU, TO YOO~
UTNOLOTIRA YOMUONTIOUEVO HUTTAQOTACOUO. ROl TTE-
QUPEQLXT] PWTELVOTNTA TOV RUTTOQOTAGoUOTog 189,
Eivar yvooté mwg M ovyvotta Tov eupouindyv
EUTUENVOV €QUOEMV 0TO UNTERG Ollpa VITOAOY(Ce-
tan va etvon 1 pe 10 wittapa avd ml unrowrot aiua-
10c10 now g M ovyvemTo glvon €va euTioNvo gu-
Bovins €oubd avd 100 pe 107  unrowd xuttoQo
oto meQUPeEd alpa ™mg untépag 12, O uéoog

| ), LT

GLYC-PE
(128X128)

...1..B T ...i.éa. :II.HIBIH
Gamma—FITC

Ewova 2: Ta amouwvousva eumvonva eupovixd
®UTTOQA UETA TNV TEMNT QVAAVON TS KUTTAQOUE-
tolag porjs (CD 45-, CD41-, GlycA + »at antiy+).
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aBuos 7, Tmv gumigNVOV EUPQUIRMV HUTTAQMV
OV PEEOMUAV ROTA TNV ROTOUETONOY, EQYETOL OF
OUUPMVIOL UE TOUG TEQLOOGTEQOVS UELETNTES Elte
YONOLUOTOMOOV UayVITLRG Loy mELoUd €lTe ®UTTO-
oopETOlL QOT|g 13:14.15.16,17,

210 deUTEQO TEWTOROMO TG UEAETNS OGS YONotL-
woroujoape xvrroouetoion pong (flow cytometry)
UE OUYREXQWEVO OUVOUOOUG  AVTLOOUAT®OV  TC
omolo e aevNTRG oL BETHG dLoymELOUS, ETITOE-
TOVV TNV OITOUSVOOoY TANBuouol ®uTtdomV, Ue 0Q-
%neTd VYMAN ®aBoQATNTO, GO0V QPO TV TEQLEXTL-
rOTTOL 08 gUmUEN VO euPEUind rittago 18,19:20.21.22,
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Summary

We describe two methods for isolation of nucleated
fetal red blood cells from peripheral maternal
blood. These cells could be used for early prenatal
diagnosis. For the first group of the study we used
MACS. The twenty pregnant women who
participated in the first group were between 8 and
14 weeks of gestation (mean 10.8), and had low risk
for Down syndrome according to their age (between
21 to 34 years old and mean 28.1). We have used 20
mls from maternal peripheral blood. After gradient
centrifugation and removal of the mononuclear cell
layer we have performed magnetic cell sorting twice
by using the glycophorin A antibody and secondary
antibody conjugated with magnetic beads. The
positive cells have been held on the magnet and
were maternal and fetal red cells. We have then
added on the positive cells the monoclonal antibody
for y-chain and the fetal nucleated erythrocytes
have been measured under light microscope. The
number of fetal erythrocytes we have counted was
between 0 and 18, with mean number of 7.2, SD 5.2
and SEM 1.17. We have managed to find these cells
in 18 out of 20 cases (90%).

The second group of women who participated in
our study consisted of 15 pregnant women between
8 and 14 weeks of gestation. In this group we used
20 mls of peripheral maternal blood and performed
flow cytometry. After gradient centrifugation and
removal of the mononuclear cell layer we added the
antibodies CD 45 ECD, CD 41 PE, GlycA PE and
anti y-FITC and performed flow cytometry. The
isolated population of cells was CD45-, CD41-,
GlycA+, IGy+ and contains the nucleated red
blood fetal cells. The mean number of the isolated
cells were 1138 (363-2560), SD 631.6 and SEM 163.
The percentage of the isolated cells to the total cell
population was 0.8% to 4.2% (mean 1.7%, SD 0.6)
The aim of our study was to identify the nucleated
red fetal blood cells in maternal blood. We have
identified all the obstacles encountered in our
experiments and we have finally managed to
develop a reliable method for non invasive isolation
of fetal cells from maternal peripheral blood.
Despite the difficulties our current protocols seem
to enable the isolation of the few nucleated fetal red
blood cells from the maternal circulation in most
samples.

Key words: magnetic cell sorting, flow cytometry, nucleated fetal
erythrocytes, prenatal diagnosis
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