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ITegiAnyn

Ewayoyn: H evooprjtora vitohewwopevn avartuEn (EYA) 0dnyel o avEnuévn megryevvntivi vooneoti-
Ta 2oL Ovirotnre zau oyeTiCeton pe kaboroyxn mhaxovvronmoinon. H éyraign »or xardAinin duagogo-
TOiNoN TOV TOAVIVVIROV RUTTAQOV GT1) XOQLEXT] TEOYOPAATTT, OV EALEYYETAL OO TNV VTOEid, lval
zotlowun yra Tnv opodn thaxovvromoinon. O HIFs (Hypoxia Inducible Factors) eivar petrayoagixzot ma-
QAyoVTES OV £YOUV QOLO GTIV RVTTUQLXY] ROl CUCTNULATLXY AXAVTINOT 0TV VToEia, LEco QUONiTEmS TOV
RETAPOALTLOV, TOV RUTTUQLROU RUXAOV, TG AYYELOYEVECTGS XUl TN)S ATONTOOTS. MELETHOUNE TN CVOYE-
TLOT) TOV LOVOTATIAV TN VXOEL®IG ArAVINONGS O€ YoQLaxEs Adyves oe »vuvijoels ue EYA pe tov moootiro
TEOCOL0ELOUs TS TAaxovviaxis €xgpoaons twv HIF-1a, HIF-2a, ARNT (aryl-hydrocarbon-receptor-
nuclear-translocator) xav PHD-3 (Prolyl Hydroxylation Domains-3).

Yhurd zar né€@odog: “Eyive ovdhoyn worotepayiov thaxovvia amo 20 xvijoeis pne EYA »ou amo 20 guoto-
Aoyrég nunjoers. Metd amo exyvion tov mRNA zow dSnuioveyio cDNA, epagnéotnze Teyxviry quantita-
tive Real-Time Polymerase Chain Reaction (qQRT-PCR) pe yonoiwpomoinon eidind oyxedraouévov exrnivy-
TAV YL0 TOV TOGOTLXO TEOTOLOQLOLO TS EXPQATTS TOV VIO eEETa0N Yovidimv. H orariotixy onuavtixno-
ro eAEyyOnxre pne 1o Aoywopno SPSS zar 1) mohvragayovtirn avdivon €ywve pe (0101 UN TOQUUETOL-
rov donpaoctdv (Kruskal-Wallis test, Mann-Whitney test). O €heyyog Thg ®ATAVOUTNS TG TAAXOUVTLA-
1S €x@EATNS TOV YovIdiwv €ytve pe 1 doxipaocio Kolmogorov-Smirnov, eve ot mowxileg ovoyetioelg
RETOUED TV VRO EEETO.0N SERTHV XAl TOV xMVIXOV TOQANETQWY €yLve ue Spearman rank correlation.
Amotehéopata: Ae Po€Onxre otaTioTInd onuavTixy dtagoed otny éxgeoon tov HIF-2a vaw HIF-b petagy
Tov ®voenv e EYA za tov guoohoyirov »uijoeov. Avtifétog to enineda €éxgoaong tov PHD-3 xa
HIF-1a poédnxrav pewopéva otig »uvioels pe EYA (p=0,007 & p=0,044 avrtiotowya). H €xgoaon tov
PHD-3 peiovetor pe tnv avEnon g nuxiog xomong (p=0.026), »a0og xor ne tnv avEnon EO tov pa-
oovg yYévvnong (p=0.029). O »uijoerg pe EYA zou Myotego dwatagaypéves tiuég Doppler tayvueroiog
0TV OUQPUALXI] 0QTNEI0 TOQEOVCiaTaY oNUAVTIXROTEQN HEiwon TS €xgpoaons Tov PHD-3 (p=0.004). H
REAETN TOV TEOTVRMV GUVEXRPEUONS TWV VIO eEETAON Yovidiov avd Cevyn €0eiEe Oetinn] ovvErgpoaon
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tov HIF-1a, PHD-3 xax HIF-b, oy opog »oar tov HIF-2a.

Yoprwepdopnata: ATo To amoTELECRATE TS LEAETG UwOEEl Vo VITooTNELY Ol 1) VtaQEn evog poviélov
REVTOLXIS GTTAVTN OGS TOV EUPEUOV 0TV VTOElN HECH TAQUYMYNS TAQUYOVIMV ARG TOV TAAKOVVTU. LTLS
runoelg EYA pe valvtego mpogih enpouiriis rardoraong (radvtega Doppler opgpaiintis agtneiag, pe-
vahvteen EO Bdgovg yévvnong xor neyoliteen dudorelo ®Unong) TaQoVOLAoTNXOY EVIOVOTEQES NETA-
BoAés otnv Exgoaon Tov PHD-3 - evonua wov vrodnraver T dnuoveyio amwdvtnong otny vwosuxt ot-
tia mov meoxdreoe 1 ovppeteiyxe otnv EYA o0& oyéon pe Tig ®U10ELg e (ELQOTEQO XALVIXOEQYUTTIQLOXO
TEOPIA, 67TOV 1] dNLOVEYIX OGS TETOLES ATAVTNOTG OEV EMLTEVYONXE.

AéEeig xAetdid: evdopntora raBuotéonon avEnong, mabohoywrj mhaxovvromoinoy, vro&ia, ARNT, Hypoxia Inducible Factors,

HIF-1a, HIF-2a, PHD-3

Ewayoy

H evdouiroia vtorewnduevn avdamntvgn (EYA) amo-
tehel plon mohimhonn maboloyia 0To YHEO TS OvY-
KOOVNC UWOLEVTIXNG UE OUYVOTNTA EUPAVIONG TTEQL
oV 4-7% TV YEVVIOEMV KoL OYETICETOL UE CUENUE-
v TEQLYEVVIITIIXG] VoomedTta. ®a Ovitdmnra. O
000¢ YeVIHA avagpEQeToL 0 £va €UPEUO TOV TAQOU-
oldCeL redTteQo EUOUG aVATTUENS amTtd TOV UOLO-
hoyro (<10m exatootiaia B€om). H EYA elvon uio
ovVTOMTO TOV SEV €YEL CUYRERQLUEVT TtdvTa To0o-
guoohoyia’. Mia minbmea mopaydvimy €xovy ov-
OYETIOTEL Ue T VOO0, TOU CUUTEQLACUPAVEL CUYYE-
Velg avwualies, raTdyNon OVOLWV, AOUMEELS, KO-
B¢ %A AVOOOLOYIROUS 1] OVOTOUROUS TTAQAYOVTEGS.
Ta éupova ta omoia mapovotdtovv EYA umopel va
tagwvounBouv og autd ota omtoio 0 PAATTLRGS TTaQd-
yovtog €8pace artd TV 0y TS ®UMong 6mws Aot-
UMDEELS, XOMUOOHUHES OVOUOALES HOL GAAOL YEVETL-
%A ot (CUUUETOLXY] VITOAEWTOUEVY OVAITTUEN) RO
o€ 600, 0 PAATTLROS TORAYOVTOC £€0000E 0QYOTEQM. -
070 OEVTEQO KO TOITO TOLUNVO THS ®UNONS - OIS M)
mhanovviioxy duolettovpyla M avemdoxeLo. (aovu-
UETEY VIOAewTtSuevY avdmtugn). Kowd yapontmot-
0TO AV TOV TEQLTTWOEWV OTTOTEAEL 1] TALOATON-
o1 Ot 0xedGV TAVTOTE CUVUTTAQYOUV OTOLXE(DL OITE-
hotU¢ 1 TaBoroywiic mhaxrovvromoinons®.

H guowohoywn mopeia g eyrvpooivne eEaptdran
o€ Ueyaho Pabud amé v ouary dnuoveyio g eu-
Povomharovvuionic Hovadag ot XoQLOXES Ay VEG,
ov Eextvdel pe ™ Oleloduon g HUTTOQOTEOPO-
pAdomc oTo TOlYWUO TS WTQOS ROL OMOXANQMIVE-
TOL UE TNV EVOOT] TS UE TO OTTELQOELDT UNTOLOLCL OLy-
velo™’. Eivow gvpéwg amodentd St ateMic 100go-
Prootrn dietoduorn umopet va odnynoeL oe eupout-
%1} vTo&ia xa droraay€c g avdmtuEng’. H ynou-
on %ot ®AtdAMNAN diagogomoinon Tmv Tolvduva-
UMV RUTTAQWV 0T XOQLOXT| TEOQORAAOTY, TOoU aii-
VETOL VO EAEYYETOL QTS TNV LTTOEia, €lvol »olowun
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yioo ™y ouchj mharovvtomoinon®’. Emouévog, to
OUVOLO TV QUOCOUEVMV KL ETOYOUEVOV OTTO TNV
VIO TOQAYSVIMV E(VOL OF EVEQYT] RATAOTOON K-
Td ™) SLAQRELD TOV OYNUOTLOUOU TS EUPOVOTAANOV-
viiaxrig novadog xal mboavd vo amotelolv xoiot-
uwovg deixtec Yoo T UETETELTO EUPAVLION TTOHOAO-
yuov, 6mwe N EYA. Ou HIF (Hypoxia Inducible Fac-
tors) elvan olyovpo amtd TOUG ONUOVTLXGTEQOVS TE-
TOLOVUG TTAQAYOVTECG.

Ou HIFs eivau petayQagirol moQdyovieg, Tou ava-
roAU@ONrav oe wittopo Onhaotmov xdtw ord
VIoEWES ouvOireg ot gaiveton vo €xovv fooird
QOAO OTNV XUTTOQXY] XOL CUOTHUOTLXY OTtdvTnon
otV vogia, uéom EuOBuioEmS Tov peTafolMonov,
TOU KUTTAOWHOU HURAOV, TNE CYYELOYEVEONS KOL TNG
amdmrwong. Ov HIFs eivan duuepn amotehovueva
a6 tov HIF-a (11 2) »ow tov HIF-b 1§ ARNT (aryl-
hydrocarbon-receptor-nuclear-translocator). H vrmo-
uwovada HIF-a ghevBepmvetal 0to ®uttaQdmhaoud,
artd 6ov apov otafeQomonOel, LETAPEQETAL OTOV
moonva. yuor vo. evobel pue v diAn vmopovada
ARNT, 1 omoio exgpodletol xow evromiCetal otobe-
04 OTOV TUENVA, MOTE TO OYNUATICOUEVO SLUEQES VOl
UWTOQEDEL VO ETTUYEL TO UETOYQOMPXG TOU QOMO.
“Exev Poebel ot n uetayoagpuwny dpdon tov HIF-1
yivetar pnéom wog bHLH (basic helix-loop-helix)-
PAS mepuoync oto auvoteMxd tov dxrpo'. T
0pdon avty xeeldleTal N OTEATOAGYNOY TWV OUV-
evegyomomtav  p300/CBP (cAMP response ele-
ment-binding protein § CREB binding protein). Ot
HIF-1 »ow HIF-2 €youv mooouolo dour| »rot ooive-
TOL VoL EXOUV emiong opouota. dpdon'.

H vmopovada HIF-a 6tav ou ouvOireg elvan voguo-
Ewég, vdpoEuMwvetaw ot o B€oewg mEOMVNG
(Pro402 »ow Pro564) amod tovg Prolyl Hydroxylation
Domains (PHD-1, 2 xou 3) mov yogwdloviat wg ouv-
evegyomowm ] to O2 pe o Km (otabeod ynuxng ev-
Cupurnig L00EQEOTTOG) ALYO TTAVM ATtd T CUYREVIQWON
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Tov 02 TG ATUGOPALQOS, YEYOVEC TTOV ETUTQETEL TV
ovvdeon ue tov von Hippel-Lindau (VHL)", oynuaorti-
Covtoc €vo duuepég, 10 omoio €merta amwodopeltan
ané mpwrteaoduata. H gubuon ot gaiveton vo
elvau »owvn yia tovg mopdyovreg HIF-a (Zynua 1).

O tpdmog puBuong tov HIF-1, aviutpoommevel tov
HOAMUTEQU HOOOQLOUEVO UHOQLOKG UNYOVIOUO Otdi-
vinong oe alhayéc e ovyrévipmon O2 ota petd-
Cwa'. Evd o HIF-1b exgedletor ouveymg, | ovyxre-
vtomon] tov HIF-la avEdveton exBetind »abwg
ovyrévipmon O2 upewdvetan”. Tlpoxewévov va
ovTostorplBoUv dueco oty Vo T XUTTAQM OUV-
B€tovv ouveywg, deouevovv xow 0TOdOUOVV TOV
HIF-1a og vopuo&wég ouvOjrec ™. Kdtw amé vro-
Ewég ouvOrec Sumg, OVOOTEMETOL 1) arTodounom
tov HIF-1a, pe ovvémeia ™ otabepomoinoyj tov, ™
UETAPOONY TOV OTOV TTUEVA YO TO OXNUOTIOUS TOU
duuepovc ue tov HIF-1b now ) d€ouevon oe HREs
(hypoxia response elements) eQLox€g u€oa o€ yovi-
dwa otdyovg, Grwg 1o yovidro EPO™. Tlapdhnia
EVOOMVETAL 1] EVEQYOTOINON TNS UETAYQAPIXNG OLOi-
dwaolog ue ToEdANAYN OTOOTOAGYNON ROl TWV OV-
vevegyomomtwv p300/CBP. O HIF-2a ovopdotnxe
endothelial PAS protein-1 (EPAS1) Adyw €xpoaong
TOU 0TI OUYREXQUUEVY XUTTOOIAY OELRG™. AV ®ow pio
uehét moQovoiooe TEOXANON OTEAOUS OLYYELUHNS
avodLOUOQEMWONG, UE OVOUOAL TOLXOEWN ayyeia
2O OUVETTELQL TV TOTULXT] CLUOQOOLY (0L, SLOLPOQETIXOL
PaLVOTUTTOL €Y0VV TTapatnEnOel o dvo dlleg uehé-
TES. ZTNV TTEWTI TOQOVOLAOTNXE OVETAQXELD OTNV
eufouing mapoywyn rorexolanivig®, evad ot dgv-
TEQN TOQOVOLAOTNXE OVETTAOHNG WEIUOVOYN  TOU
TVEVUOVa OXETWCOUEVY] UE OVETTAQUELD, TOVU ETTLQAL-
verodpaotrol mapdyovra og HIF-2a-/- (knock out)
TELQOUATELWO™. AUTES Ol ALAPOEES OTO PALYSTUTTO
WITOQEL VOl TTQORVITTOUV OItG SLOPOQES OTO YEVETINO
Vofafo. Zuvolird, T UEYOL OYJUEQC. OTOTEAEOUL-
Ta VITOdEVUOVY GTL TOQEA TV TOQEOUOLD. OQOOTY-
owomrta otae. HRE-oyetloueva yovidia avagoods,
ot HIF-1a xou HIF-2a €youv onuavtinég un-alinhe-
TrOATTOUEVES AeLTovEYieg oty UBwoN TG €x-
Poaong Yovidimv xatd ™ dudorela g euPpouri|c
avamTuEne. Aviibeta ou tapdyovieg PHD-1, 2 nou 3
Qaivetor va ®oTéYouv €va ToQEOUol0 EOAO OTHV
arodounon Twv a vropovddmv tmv HIF.

2V ToEoUo0 UELETY, UEAETIOOUE TI OVOYETLON
TOV LOVOTTOTLMV TNG VITOEXI|C OTTAVTNONS OE YOQLOL-
%n€g Myveg amd eyrvuoouvee ue EYA. Eotdooue
otovg HIF-1a, HIF-2a, ARNT »ow PHD-3, extium-
VTOG TO EMITEN TG €XPQOONS TOU TTAUROUVTLAROU
mRNA ue m péBodo g quantitative Real-Time
Polymerase Chain Reaction (QRT-PCR).

/ Anodounon

i
o @

Duotoloyikn
niieon V

Evepyomoinon
Metaypadrig

Zynua 1: oagixy avaraodotaon Tov uovoratiovy
twv HIF v76 guotodoyixés xar vmwo&ixés ovvorjxes.
2ty @uotodoyixyj wicon 02, o PHD vdgo&vilidver
v HIF-a vrouovdoa, émeita evaverar ue tov vHL
xal 0ONyetal TEOS TOWTEQACWULXY QTOOOUNON.
v vroio n HIF-a vouovdda eoéoyetar otov
wvonva, oxnuatiGer duueoés ue tov ARNT xai étou
evaverat ue to DNA, mooxalavras tyv evegyomoin-
ON UETAYQAQPHS TWV YOVIOIWY TTOYWY.

Yhxrd xor ME0odog

IMoayuotomouOnre GUALOYTY LOTOTEUOY IOV TAAROV-
vra artd 20 xurjoeis ue EYA now amwé 20 nufjoeig ue
QuoLoAoywo Pdoog yévvnons. H ovhhoyn €yive ue
€EL Proyiec ammd ™) untown empdvelo ®ae Thanrov-
VIO UE TETOLO TOOTO, oTe ®AOe delyua egrehaupa-
ve 10 Baoird OaQTO 1oL TAOROVVTIONES A VES, O~
MG Gyl xopLaxd 0toro™*. H dudyvwon xuoewv ue
EYA omoiyOnxe og tantiroig vmeonyoyoomirols
eréyyoug (aovppetoov Timov ITUGR) »ou oto fdoog
vévvnong (<3n E® ywa to guro »ow v efdondda
rMomNg), eved amoxhelomray ol meputtoelc EYA
IOV 0wodI0OVTOL OF  CUYXERQLUEVY] VOOOAOYLXY|
ovtomta (Booupogihic, avoooloywrd xou YEVETLRA
alto, AowmEels #.d). Metd and exyvion tov mR-
NA amd to detyporta mhoaxovvro xow dmuoveyia
cDNA, axolovOnoe 1 epaguoyy g RT-PCR (aiv-
owdwt) avtidpaon molvuepdong ainBivot xodvov)
UE XONOLULOTOMOT EOWE OYEOLAOUEVIV EXKLVNTAIV,
WoTe va, dleeevvnOel 1 TOoOTIKY| aviyvevon g €x-
PEAONGS TV VTS eEETALON YOVLOIMV.
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H avaivon yio v eEarymyr] OTaTLoT®i g ONUOVTLRO-
™rog €ywve pe 1o hoylourd SPSS »ow v epaouoyn
TTOAVTTOQOYOVTLXIC AVAAUONG UE TN (0101 W TTaQa-
uetour@v donpaowwv (Kruskal-Wallis test, Mann-
Whitney test). O €heyyog g xratavourc TS mha-
HOUVTLOXIS EXQPOOONS TwV VIO €EETOON YoVdiwv
€ywve ue ™ Oonpaocio Kolmogorov-Smirnov, v
uehetiOnrayv o mowileg ovOYETIOEC UETOED TMV
VIO €EETOON OEUTAV RO TOV RMVIXDV TOLQOUETQWV
(Spearman rank correlation).

Amoteléopata

Ag Bo€bnure otatiotivd onuavtiry dlaod oty €x-
poaon twv HIF-2a xauw HIF-b peta&i tov xuqoemv
ue EYA %o tov guotohoyirdv xunoemv. Aviifétmg
ta eminedo Exgoaong tov PHD-3 o HIF-1a Poé-
Onrav pertopévo otig xujoels ue EYA (p=0,007 xon
p=0,044 avtiotoryo — Zyqua 2). Avdlvon ovoyETt-
ong ue xhviromaboroywmeés mapauétooug €9e1Ee oL
1N €xgpeaon tov PHD-3 pewdvetal ue v avEnon g
niwiog ®winong (Spearman’s rho test, p=0.026), xa-
g »ow ue v avEnon g exarootiaiag O€ons (EO)
tov Pdoovg vévvnong (Mann-Whitney U test,
p=0.029). Emmopdobeta, o vurjoeis ue EYA now M-
yotepo duatapoyuéves nuég Doppler toyuuetoiog
otV oupoMxry 0QTEia TaEOVolooaY ONUAVTLROTE-
on ueiwon g €xgpaons tov PHD-3 (Fisher’s exact
test, p=0.004). H pekém twv mpotimmv cuvErgpoa-
ong (Spearman’s rank correlation) towv vo eE€taon
yovidimv avd Cetyn €0e1Ee Benry) ouveErpooon Twv
HIF-1a, PHD-3 »ow HIF-b, 6y Suwg xou tov HIF-2a.

ZuGitnon

ZUugpava tue ) ovyyeovn Puprloyoapia, 1 Exgoaon
tov mRNA twv HIF-1a wow HIF-2a 8¢ petofdiie-
T OF EYXVUOOUVECS UE VITOAELTTOUEVY AVATTTVEN™, v
oL TOQATNEETOL AUENON 08 MEWTEIVIKG emimedo,
ewdwd yia tov HIF-2a, opelhduevn oe Heto-exgo-
OTEC TEOTOTOWOELS”. TtV spoexhampic. avtiBeTa
naw ou Ovo mapdyovreg (HIF-1a »ow HIF-2a) vme-
oex@Edlovrar™™, evdd 1 aEnuévn mowteivy TOU
HIF-1a mov awviyvevetal opeihetanr emxiong ®aoL o€
dworaparyuévn mowteaomwxy Agrtovpyia’. Ta mo-
ATV pag 0dNYNoaV 010 CUUTEQAOUN OTL OL TT0L-
odyovteg HIF ovppetéyovv omv maboguotoroyia
™me exdhmong EYA, xvpolwg péomw g peimong
omyv €xgeaon tov PHD-3 - dnhadi n guBuon tovg
YIVETOL UETO-UETAPQAOTIXG UECW TNG TOWTELVIXNG
otaBepomoinoric tovg™.

ARG TS TEQOUTEQM OUOYETIOELS TTOV TTQOEXVYAY UITO-
oel va vrootowy el 1 VapEn eVOg LOVTENOU REVTQL-
WAS ATTAVTNONG TOV EUPOUVOV UECH TTAAYWYNS TTOQO-
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T'wovpfog nar ouv.

25

[ Ceootoviis [ Kvdoa ue
Kurioeg EYA

HIF-1a HIF-2a PHD-3 ARNT
Zynjua 2: Zyetintj Expoaon tov mRNA twv vao ue-
AT yovidiwv ge QuaLodoyixés xvrjoels xat o€ xvij-

oeig wov gupdvioay EYA.

YOvTwv arté Tov mhaxovvra. Ztig ®urjoels EYA pe xa-
Mitepo mpogih avdmtuEng (valvtepa Doppler ougo-
Mg apmotog, ueyolitepn E@ Pdoovg yévvnong
ROL UEYAAUTEQN OLAQUELD KUNONG) TAQOVOLAOTROLY
evtovotepeg Uetaforés omy €xgoaon tov PHD-3,
evpnua Tov VITOdMAMVEL T dMuoveyio. amdviong
OTNV UTTOEWXY] OULTIOL TTOV TTQOXRAAECE 1] OUUUETE()E
omv evooujtole. ®aBuoTtépnor ™S OvdmTTuENg o€
Oy€0N Ue T0L VITGAOLTTOL EUPQUaL UE YELQOTEQO HALVLKO-
€QYOOTNOLOXO TTEOPIA, TOV TLOTEVOVUE OTL 1) TOLQU-
YOV WOE TETOLOS OITtdvTNong dev emtetyOnxe.

A study of the placental expression of
hypoxia regulating genes (HIF-1a,

HIF-2a, HIF-b & PHD-3) in pregnan-
cies affected by fetal growth restriction

Gourvas V., Dalpa E.", Soulitzis N.', Koutroulakis D.%,
Koukoura 0.%, Konstantinidou A.’, Spandidos D.A.",
Sifakis S.?

‘Laboratory of Clinical Virology, Medical School, University of
Crete, Heraklion, Crete, Greece

*Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, University Hospi-
tal of Heraklion, Crete, Greece

*First Department of Pathology, Medical School, University of
Athens, Greece

Correspondence: S.Sifakis, MD, PhD, Dept. of Obstetrics &
Gynaecology, University Hospital of Heraklion,
Crete, Greece, Tel: +30 2810392609
Fax: +30 2810392759
E-mail: stavros.sifakis@yahoo.com



MEPIFENNHTIKH IATPIKH & NEOrNOAOTIA TOM. 7, TEYX. 2, ZEA. 59-64, 2012

Summary

Introduction: Fetal Growth Restriction (FGR) is a major
cause of increased perinatal morbidity and mortality and
is associated with abnormal placentation. Adequate
proliferation ~ and  differentiation = of  villous
cytotrophoblast into invasive extravillous trophoblast, a
process that is controlled by hypoxia, is critical for
successful placentation. HIFs (Hypoxia Inducible
Factors) are tnanscriptive factors that possess a
significant role in the systematic response to hypoxia,
through the regulation of metabolism, cellular cycle,
vasculogenesis and apoptosis. We investigated the
association of hypoxia response pathways in chorionic villi
of pregnancies complicated with FGR by the quantitative
evaluation of placental expression of HIF-la, HIF-2a,
ARNT (aryl-hydrocarbon-receptor-nuclear-translocator)
non PHD-3 (Prolyl Hydroxylation Domains-3).

Materials and Methods: placental tissue biopsies were
collected from 20 pregnancies complicated with FGR and
from 20 normal pregnancies (controls). Used methods
include RNA extraction, cDNA synthesis, and
quantitative real-time polymerase chain reaction (qRT-
PCR) assay. The main outcome measures were mRNA
expression of HIF-1a, HIF-2a and HIF-b (ARNT), along
with prolyl hydroxylase domain 3 (PHD3), which leads to
proteasomal degradation of HIF-a subunits. Statistical
analysis was performed by the use of SPSS and the
multifactorial analysis with the use of non-parametric
assays (Kruskal-Wallis test, Mann-Whitney test). The
distribution of placental expression of the examined
genes was performed by the use of Kolmogorov-Smirnov
test and the various correlations of the clinical parameters
with the use of Spearman rank correlation.

Results: No statistically significant differences in the
transcription levels of ARNT and HIF-2a were found
between FGR and normal placentas. By contrast, PHD3
and HIF-la mRNA were downregulated in FGR
placentas. PHD3 mRNA expression was associated with
gestational age at delivery (P = 0.008), birthweight
centile (P = 0.029) and abnormal umbilical artery (UA)
Doppler measurements (P = 0.034). The per pair co-
expression pattern analysis of the examined genes showed
a positive co-expression of HIF-1a, PHD-3, and HIF-b,
but not for HIF-2a.

Conclusions: As PHD3 regulates the HIF-mediated
hypoxic response in FGR, we deduce that fetal
adaptation to hypoxia ranges from impaired to adequate,
as observed by the gradient of PHD3 downregulation in
relation to the severity of FGR.

Key words: abnormal placentation, ARNT, fetal growth restriction,
HIF-1a, HIF-2a, hypoxia, Hypoxia Inducible Factors, PHD-3.
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